Treatment of murine pneumonic Francisella tularensis infection with gatifloxacin, moxifloxacin or ciprofloxacin.
The efficacies of gatifloxacin and moxifloxacin were assessed in a BALB/c mouse model of pneumonic tularemia and compared with the efficacy of ciprofloxacin. The rate of relapse following dexamethasone treatment was also investigated. Mice were given 100 mg/kg of the antibiotic by oral administration twice daily for 14 days following an aerosol challenge. All three fluoroquinolones prevented disease during the treatment period, but significant failure rates occurred after the cessation of therapy. Both gatifloxacin and moxifloxacin were more effective than ciprofloxacin at reducing late mortality. Fluoroquinolones may therefore be considered useful candidates for the treatment of pneumonic tularemia.